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West Carleton’s Cultural Showcase Success! 
 

BY MASON MCGUIRE 
 

On Thursday 
November 24th, West 
held our very first 
Cultural Showcase to 
raise money for the 
charity ‘Spread the 
Net’. This event was an 
opportunity organized 
by Ms. Heagle and 
various students, to 
give staff and students a 
space to share and 
experience aspects of 
cultures from around 
the world. The 
Showcase took place in 
the school cafetorium, 
with performances 
being held on the stage, 
food set up in a buffet 
style in the center of 
the room, and cultural 
artifacts laid out across 
tables for people to learn about and experience cultural art forms. Some of the remarkable performances of the 
night included traditional African songs performed by Ms. Booth’s vocal class, Latin dancing performed by Taite 
Hauch-Krueger, and classical French piano pieces played by Caleb Fagen. A large crowd of students and 
community members bought tickets to pay for food and henna, with all proceeds going towards ‘Spread the Net’. 
This Plan International charity works to fight malaria by donating mosquito nets to communities in Africa where 
malaria related death rates are very high. ‘Spread the Net’ is championed by comedian Rick Mercer, and if our 
school raises a significant amount of money for the cause, we could have a chance at Rick coming to our school. 
West’s Cultural Showcase raised around $600 for ‘Spread the Net’ in one evening alone, and there is plenty of 
more room to raise funds throughout the year for this amazing cause! 
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Community 

 

CHEO Party: Princesses and Pokémon Raising $6,000
BY CHARLOTTE RAHME 

This winter break children of various ages will 
come together at the 5th and 6th annual CHEO Party 
event, where kids have a blast and raise money for the 
local children's hospital. The daylong event is a Princess 
themed party in the morning and Pokémon themed party 
in the afternoon. Those who purchase tickets will be 
welcomed to the event where the young boys and girls 
will visit twenty different stations having uniquely 
themed activities, such as obstacle courses, a bouncy 

castle, arts and crafts, food, and more. The event, 
organized by CHEO mom Dominique Bouchard, will 
mark the fourth year that the youth geared parties will 
have taken place. Increasing her goal by a thousand 
dollars each year, this year’s goal is to raise $6, 000! So 
far the party running on December 31st is well on its way 
to meet that goal. For those interested in volunteering or 
purchasing tickets to go to the event, can visit the Petch 
Project for CHEO Facebook page. 

 

 

J.K Rowling Tries to Bring Back the Magic with Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them 
BY LAUREN MALONEY 

Going into Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them-- 
J.K. Rowling’s screenwriting debut--I was hesitantly 
excited. Though it'd be almost impossible to match the 
masterpiece that is Harry Potter, it remained to be seen 
whether Fantastic Beasts would be able to be an 
entertaining and effective story on its own. With Rowling 
and David Yates--former Potter director--at the helm, 
surely something magical could happen? But alas, it 
ended up being a disappointment. While it had some 
charming moments and redeemable qualities, it felt empty 
overall. 
 
Set in 1920s New York City, Fantastic Beasts follows 
Magizoologist Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne), as he 
chases after his lost case of magical creatures-- aided by 
his new companions; Tina (Katherine Waterston) and 
Jacob (Dan Fogler). Along the way, they end up 
encountering the dark underbelly and menacing forces of 
the American wizarding world. 
 
Visually, Fantastic Beasts is stunning. The costumes, 
done by Oscar winner Colleen Atwood, were amazing, 

and the overall art 
direction was very 
successful as well--
giving Fantastic Beasts 
a very distinct and 
atmospheric feel. 
However, even with a 
beautiful movie and 
some adorable, 
hilarious creatures, 
Fantastic Beasts 
couldn't save itself from 
its hollow characters 
and underdeveloped, 
busy plot. Even though 
Rowling successfully 
tackled issues of 

oppression and acceptance, these worthy messages were 
overshadowed by Rowling’s rookie screenwriting 
abilities. The plot was full of ridiculous, frustrating 
conveniences used to push the story along, and her usually 
masterfully interwoven sub plots just became a jumble of 
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stories, seemingly forced together. The characters were 
also written in a way that they seemed shallow and flat--
something that wasn't helped at by Redmayne’s timid, 
dull portrayal of Scamander. Overall, it seems like the 
beginnings of a money-grabbing, magical franchise that's 
riding the wave of Harry Potter's success. 
 

If you're a die-hard Potter fan, the movie could be worth 
a watch. However, if you're looking for an awe-inspiring 
fantasy film that actually makes you care about the 
characters, I would look somewhere else. 
 
Rating: 5/10 

 

Global 

 

Death of a Dictator: Fidel Castro 
BY MICHAEL ZHANG 

Fidel Castro, the Cuban dictator that had served as 
the 17th president of Cuba, has died on November 
25th, 2016.  

He was a highly controversial figure; his reign over 
Cuba marked by fierce battles, bloodshed, and 
political instability. The Cuban Missile Crisis, 
which occurred during the Cold War, was one such 
example of Castro’s considerable impact on the 
world as both the US and the Soviet Union saw 
Cuba as a potential opponent and ally respectively. 

The fact that such a small island like Cuba could 
stand against the American superpower shows how 
much of a successful leader Castro was. 

However in his life he had caused many deaths and 
pain throughout his rule. In Cuba he was known to 
commit many crimes such as murder, unfair 
treatment of prisoners, and forced labour.  

He has been compared to Chairman Mao and 
Joseph Stalin, both cruel Communist rulers whose 
policies had led to the deaths of millions of people. 
Many Cuban-Americans, upon hearing of Castro’s 
death, had burst into cheers. 

Even then, due to Castro’s successes and admiration 
from numerous of his people, many mourn the loss 
of such a great leader, despite his critics saying 
otherwise. 

 

First Nations Protest to the Trans Mountain Pipeline 
BY CATHERINE SUI 
 

It’s closing in on the deadline of the decision 
surrounding the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion 
project, and the First nations still have yet to make a 
decision. Their choice about the pipeline expansion, 
which was approved by the National Energy Board with 
157 conditions in May, must be made before Dec 19, 
2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

This 5 billion dollar project would expand an 
1150-kilometre pipeline between the area around 
Edmonton and Burnaby, BC. This would create a twinned 
pipeline, increasing the capacity from 300, 000 barrels of 

Image from The Canadian Press 
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heavy and light crude oil and refined gases to 890 000 
barrels. 
 
 From last week Kinder Morgan, the company of 
the pipeline, had letters of support of 29 out of 120 
aboriginal groups it consulted. Those who have signed 
agreed to the pipeline, provided the company gives them 
compensation for the risk of having the pipeline go 
through their land. The First Nations fear that if they do 
not sign the deal by the deadline, they will be left out of 
the benefits. 

 
 “The federal government can make a decision any 
day now and it’s our position that if we are going to move 
forward with a decision, sooner is better than later,” says 
Sam, the chief of the Nicola Indian Band, one of 120 
aboriginal nations whose territory will hold the pipeline. 
“The fear is that you don’t sign and it goes ahead anyway, 
you get nothing,” says Summer Ebringer, of the Enoch 
Cree First Nation. 

 

 

Creative Writing 
 

Weakness 
BY JAY 

    
They mistook kindness for weakness. They mistook 
splintered for shattered. They mistook individuality as a 
flaw. They believed the shallow shores were the deepest 
depths of the biggest oceans. They saw the imperfect hair 
and calloused hands.  They made each scar feel like a flaw 
and not a story. They are the ones that made this warm 
heart cold.  They are the reasons I built such strong walls 
around my shattered heart. No not shattered, splintered 
heart because I held strong under pure pressure. Under the 

weight of the world. There are some scars and bruises on 
this heart, but I can still hear it beating strong in my chest, 
though now maybe to a different rhythm. Under all the 
walls, scars and eyeliner I’m still that sweet girl from third 
grade. I may seem strong and confident but I have merely 
learned to cover up my demons in sarcasm and the 
shredded pieces of a grad dress. I’m sorry if I’m different 
than how you remember me … I just can’t bear to let all 
the walls fall down, for the sheer fear of the unknown.   

 

 

 

Editorial 
 

Prejudice in Canada 
BY RAMEEN AAMIR 

  Canada is a land of freedom and moral goodwill. The 
way people carry themselves here are with such grace and 
kindness that you rarely find nowhere else. 
 
            But is everyone actually so kind and welcoming? 
Do people feel included no matter what race, ethnicity, 

gender, religion, or lineage they come from? History tells 
a lot, but when people do not learn from past mistakes 
history repeats itself. Take the incident of the Komagata 
Maru invasion of 1914, or the disgusting mistreatment of 
Aboriginal peoples that continues to this day. 
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We in Canada have had a recent change in 
government. We went from being a conservative nation to 
a liberal one, and this changes a multitude of things. Since 
2006, many minorities of Canada have felt as if they had 
no choice. The country was not under a dictatorship, yet 
minority groups felt the burden as if it was. Then finally 
last year, the country decided that someone who had so 
little respect for such a large portion of the population 
didn’t deserve to lead it. 

 
            Yet the preconception continues; it is not all about 
the government. The new Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, 
has openly expressed his acceptance of all kinds of 
cultures and mindsets, but not everyone under his care 
feels the same way. There are two kinds of opportunities, 
the ones given by law and the ones given by privilege. 
Law is decided by government, who gets what 
right/responsibility and who doesn’t. Canada takes great 
pride in stating that it gives everyone in the land equal 
rights and fair responsibilities. But opportunity given by 
privilege is not something the prime minister is in control 
of. People of a certain mentality, community or society 
tend to have the same mindset. Having had similar 
experiences in life, some of these privileged individuals 
want to stick together and degrade people who are 
different. Maybe it is just because humans do not like the 
idea of change.  

 
            Privilege means something different to 
everybody. Some say people of lighter skin colour are 
superior compared to those with darker skin. Some like 
the idea of God, others reject it fully, and expect others to 
follow suit. Some people find it hard to keep abusive 
opinions to themselves, and forget that everyone has the 
same rights; the right to keep their chin up high, the right 
to speak their mind, and the right to remain silent, when 
necessary. 

 

            Prejudice and bias exist in every community, 
including one that may seem deeply engaged and 
efficient. It exists in our countries, our cities, our 
neighborhoods. Sometimes it exists in our houses and in 
our hearts. West Carleton is a Canadian high school. It has 
earned a reputation as a healthy, happy school, but the 
student body recognizes that it is not pure of every fault. 
As peers, we know that even within the good aspects of 
our school there are some negative attitudes and brash 
online behaviour. A 1999 study showed that 51% of 
teenagers had a negative experience with social media and 
networking, either due to the content they posted or 
something they said. Many individuals expressing 
opinions had been lumped into negative group when 
discussing topics such as feminism, race, sexuality and 
more. Victims of generalization rarely speak out, perhaps 
in fear of being categorized once more. 

 
            Canada’s neighbor and long-time ally, The 
United States, has long been called “the melting pot”, a 
reference to the fact that all who land their become one in 
the same. People from around the world forget or neglect 
their own wonderful cultures and colourful spirits; they 
delve into something new, something that isn’t always 
good. Canada needs to strive to be more than just a 
melting pot, it needs to be a place full of diversity and 
culture and beautiful harmony. It sounds like a dream, but 
humans are capable of showing humanity. 

 
At the end of the day, it isn’t about how we come 

from different places or how we believe in different 
things. It is not about our differences in looks, speech, or 
clothing. We are all human beings, and all of our hearts 
beat. Everyone deserves respect or some form of 
formality. And although there is no real way to end 
prejudice altogether, we must remember to respect others. 
As citizens we must remain respectful and fair of our 
differences, because Canada has great people, great 
magic, and great potential. We need to end this injustice. 

 

 


